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GUNS AND BUTTER:
ALBUQUERQUE HISPANICS, 1940-1975
JOSEPH V, METZGAR

UNLIKE CALIFORNIOS AND TEJANOS, Nuevo Mexicanos did not
experience a sudden overwhelming influx of Anglos into the territory during the time of American Manifest Destiny. Instead, for
almost a century, they witnessed a gradual and orderly parade of
newcomers, most Anglos, some Mexicans, who did not radically
change the state's character, since by 1940 two-thirds of New
Mexico's 532,000 people still lived in a rural environment, and
Hispanics still comprised nearly half the population. 1 The advent
of World War II, however, and the succeeding Cold War forced
Hispanics to meet the global demands of the military, adjust to intensified urbanization, and accept large numbers of An,glo
migrants. The latter often arrived with skills and training necessary for a highly technical, war-based economy. Albuquerque, in
effect, became the focus of confrontation between the churchoriented Hispanic community geared historically to an arcadian
way of life and the new technological, urban society geared to
secular wartime pursuits. The resulting experience was at once
quickening and traumatic.
In 1940, Albuquerque had a population of 35,449, and Bernalillo County, later to become coterminal with the Albuquerque
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA), a population of
69,391, with Hispanics constituting perhaps half that number. 2
Hispanics tended to predominate in rural nonfarm and ruralfarm areas, such as in the cross-river valley of Albuquerque, where
many people of colonial Spanish and mestizo ancestry pursued a
quasiagricultural economy based on an old' and elaborate system
of crisscrossing acequias funneling precious water from the Rio
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Grande to fields of alfalfa, vegetables, small vineyards, and fruit
orchards.
At one time, the Rio Abajo forefathers had engaged in subsistence farming and sheep ranching, but the Depression and the
onset of World War II accelerated the twentieth-century trend
away from an agrarian-pastoral economy, which was becoming
mechanized and corporate elsewhere. 3 Indeed, since the arrival of
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad to the area in the
1880s, Albuquerque had experienced a strong, steady growth,4
one enticing Mexican immigrants and rural Nativos to move into
the city or its immediate environs for jobs connected directly or indirectly with the railroad. Such barrios as Barelas, Martineztown,
and the Williams-South Broadway area also absorbed families
moving from cross-river to the urbanized valley near the Santa Fe
repair shops. Such families often retained their cross-river connections by visiting relatives or maintaining their small landholdings
for weekend or "recreational" farming. 5
By 1940, however, the Santa Fe Railroad no longer dominated
employment opportunity in Albuquerque, although it probably remained the most important source of jobs for Hispanics, especially
in semiskilled positions. 6 Wholesale and retail business had
become the largest employer, regardless of worker ethnicity. Next
in importance came government work of various kinds. The U.S.
Post Office and the city's fire department became sources of jobs
for a substantial number of Hispanics, especially in the boom
years after World War II. For Hispanic women, judging from
early postwar trends, domestic service and lower clerical and sales
positions probably constituted most job openings. 7
In 1940 the city had a pleasant and orderly small-town atmosphere, evenwith the population exceeding 35,000. The two main
secondary schools, both located in the valley, were Albuquerque
High, the public school, and St. Mary's, the parochial high school.
Hispanic students comprised a large percentage of both. Barrios
tended to be cohesive, neighborly, and progressive. The local
Catholic church served as the center of the spiritual, social, and
educational life of the Hispanic community. Various sodalities
and confraternities sponsored bingo games and fiestas to raise
funds for building projects, repair work, and war memorials later
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on. 8 Sunday Mass and daily religious services afforded opportunities for worship and personal socializing. The bells of the local
church brought people together in a regular, predictable way, a
heartbeat rhythm providing much comfort and stability to old and
young alike. Indeed, the great annual events were Midnight Mass
at Christmas and the Corpus Christi procession in late spring. A
sense of community a'nd commonweal emerged most strongly
then.
Devout Hispanic Catholics urged their children to further their
education and' made financial sacrifices to support and promote
parochial schools. In Barelas, for example, Sacred Heart parish
maintained an excellent elementary and junior high school staffed
with dedicated Dominican nuns, most from the Midwest. A Belgian fluent in Spanish, Monsignor Jules N. Stoffel dominated the
parish church and school. To be sure, the Church worked for
acculturation of students with slight regard for their ethnic and
cultural identity; English, for example, was the only language
used in school. The implicit purpose of the city's parochial schools
was to guide students toward becoming "good Catholics" and
pseudo-Anglo Americans. The same kind of assimilationist goal
predominated in public schools. 9
In the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in 1940, European and Anglo
priests controlled the overwhelming majority of parishes. Nativo
and parents, attended
prospects, encouraged by Catholic officials
/'
Lourdes Seminary south of Albuquerque. Most did not finish their
education there, but those who did moved on to the major seminary of St. Thomas in Denver, Colorado. Hispanic priests were a
rare element in the New Mexico church. Training at Lourdes early
in the decade and later at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Santa Fe revolved around)daily worship services at early
morning, noon, and night, plus highly disciplined study of religion, some science and mathematics, and above all the liturgical
languages, plus a little Spanish. Social studies remained a marginal part of the curriculum, while ethnic consciousness played no
role at all. Seminary instructor-priests invariably came from
Europe and the eastern half of the United States. 10
Some outstanding Nativo priests did emerge in the 1940s despite
the lack of ethnic empathy in the Santa Fe hierarchy. Father Max

The Old Sacred Heart Church at 4th and Stover S.W., Albuquerque. Courtesy of
Sacred Heart Church.
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Valdez worked long hours with youth at the Barelas Community
Center. 11 He published a news bulletin called El Bareleiio,. sponsored clubs of various kinds, and generally succeeded in keeping
young people occupied and interested. The Rev. Albert Chavez
and Father Robert Beach, both born and reared in Barelas, and the
Rev. Paul Baca of the Five Points-Atrisco area did excellent work
for other parishes in New Mexico. By the late 1940s, Monsignor
Jose A. Garcia, pastor of Sacred Heart parish in Barelas and vicar
general of the archdiocese, had become the highest ranking Hispanic in the New Mexico church.
Meanwhile,. Albuquerque had become a microcosm of the nation's new economic prosperity. With the start of World War II in
September 1939, the stage was set for the nation to emerge more
permanently from the Great Depression. By 1940 President
Roosevelt launched the defense program that had massive economic impact on the West. A description of the West during the
1940s could be largely applied to New Mexico and Albuquerque:
"It became arsenal, commissary, army camp, and scientific laboratory for all the United States. . . . What might have been the
ordinary progress of two generations was concentrated in a time
span of less than half a decade." 12 The village of Los Alamos
became the atomic research center, with White Sands Testing
Range being readied to the south. Albuquerque, with its midway
location, its university, and its transportation facilities, directly
benefitted from the intensified government activity. Kirtland, Sandia, and Manzano atomic and special weapons bases came into
being. The city thus became one of the most highly concentrated
military training and weapons development complexes in the
United States. 13 Employment opportunity and payrolls skyrocketed.
Albuquerque Hispanics gained some jobs in the burgeoning
military facilities. Others went to California for work in the shipyards and defense plants. Most, however, left because of induction
and enlistment. Indeed, New Mexicans of various ethnicity gave
the state the distinction of providing the largest number of volunteers per capita of any state in the union. 14 Albuquerque Hispanics
served with honor in every theater of the war effort and were
among the first American soldiers to battle the expanding Japan-
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ese forces in the Philippines by December 1941. Many endured the
Bataan "Death March" and imprisonment for duration of the
war. Military reports commemorated their experiences and heroism. ls
Meanwhile, military and civilian personnel from all over the
country came to Albuquerque for work in defense installations. In
addition, many young Anglo males, far from home, took advantage of USO functions and other less organized activities to meet
and date local girls; such contact often ended in cross-cultural
marriages, an ever-increasing phenomenon facilitated by the
growing military investment in New Me'xico, both during and
after the war. 16 That investment also occasioned growth of the
Heights area of the city, a residential tract on the east mesa almost
exclusively Anglo and one that would remain so until after the
war. 17
By 1950, Albuquerque had increased its population by 173 percent, growing to 96,815. The Albuquerque SMSA (Bernalillo
County) attained a total of 145,673. Hispanics, however, suffered
a relative decline, falling to about a quarter of the city's population in 1950, while dropping to below 30 percent in the SMSA, although their absolute numbers rose to nearly 44,000. 18 Clearly,
Anglos accounted for most of the growth. In addition, many newcomers arrived with highly advanced professional and technical
training.
In 1950, only 205 Hispanics out of a total of 6,065 in the city
had completed 4 or more years of college. Overall, they had a
median of 8.2 (city) and 7.7 (SMSA) of school years completed, as
compared to the total population (25 years old and over) that had
a median of a little over 12 years in the city and more than 11.5
years in the SMSA. Hispanics also comprised 75 percent of people
in the SMSA who had no schooling at all (1,475 out of 1,975).19
Nonetheless, many Hispanic veterans took advantage of "GI
Bill" benefits to move ahead educationally and economically. In
the 1950s, they helped spark the unprecedented growth of the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque by enrolling in substantial
numbers. They also participated in the success of a new denom-
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inational institution established in 1951, the College of St. Joseph
on the Rio Grande. St. Joseph's, later to become the University of
Albuquerque, particularly appealed to those who wanted a
Catholic education in a small campus atmosphere.
With education, Hispanics acquired more professional and business opportunities. In addition, war veterans began buying homes
in the Heights, where housing development was most expansive
and attainable under the "GI Bill."20 They left behind a serious
vacuum in experience, talent, and income. The stagnation and
eventual deterioration of some Valley neighborhoods resulted
partly from that loss of initiative, maturity, and economic power.
But it is not surprising that so many left. In the Heights area, they
found boom conditions in education, housing, services, conveniences, and above all job opportunity.
The rapid changes caused problems for some. In 1950, Hispanics were being arrested at a high rate for such offenses as
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and reckless driving. Furthermore, they received fewer dismissals and more severe penalties
than their Anglo counterparts. The economic differential saw a
circumstance in which Anglos could hire lawyers to represent
them in courts where judges were sometimes not attorneys. 21
Other types of cases also showed interesting results. Anglo transients, for example, comprised more than seventy-five percent of
those arrested for vagrancy. Mostly hitchhikers, they were often
held in jail for a day or two in order to allow investigative action
and then were usually expelled from the city. On the other hand,
sixty-seven resident Hispanics were arrested for vagrancy under a
legal code defining it as an offense when the person had no home,
money, or job. A judge contended that the charge was often used
against minority suspects when they were "up to no good" and
when police otherwise had no incriminating evidence. He insisted
such people were often "notorious characters," having long criminal records involving petty theft and marijuana traffic. 22
To be sure, marijuana and hard drugs had become a problem by
the 1950s. Some Albuquerque Hispanics had initially adopted
marijuana as a "recreational" narcotic when working in Califor-
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nia during the war, especially since their new friends in Los
Angeles used the soft, cultural drug rather extensively. Others
had used the narcotic or eVEm engaged in minor trafficking when
stationed at Ft. Bliss in EI Paso. The beginnings of the city's
drug problems can be traced partially to such innocent connections. 23
More serious connections, however, originated with veterans of
World War II and Korea. Morphine and other pain-killing drugs
given to the wounded started a cycle of addiction for many veterans. Then opium and heroin came to the domestic underground
market from the Far East in the early 1950s. Correspondingly,
heroin addiction grew alarmingly in Albuquerque's South Valley.
The catalysts were veterans and the easy money cultivated by wartime conditions. Americans thus were falling victim not only to
hostilities but also to the derangements of war. 24
By the mid-1950s, many families in the South Valley had some
relative or friend on hard drugs, especially heroin. Many of these
"tecatos" were being arrested, tried, and imprisoned. In U.S. District Court in Albuquerque, practically all drug cases involved
Hispanics and a few Mexican nationals. U.S. Attorney Maurice
Sanchez, born in Lemitar, New Mexico, was often the prosecutor.
By 1952, certain standard procedures and penalties for marijuana
charges had been established, usually $1000 bail, plus two years
in prison and a $200 fine if the accused were convicted or if they
pled guilty. By 1954, however, more cases of heroin possession
(some morphine and opium) came to the federal court. At first,
such cases were handled much like marijuana charges involving
bail bond and sentences. However, by 1956 higher bail (often
$2500) and stiffer penalties for heroin possession developed, as the
local FBI headed by Jack Salter (called "El Salado" by tecatos) intensified investigative and entrapment procedures. 25
Meanwhile, in the New Mexico District Court, higher bail and
more severe penalties were imposed for marijuana charges. In the
early 1950s, bail was set at $5,000 and even $10,000 in several
marijuana cases. By 1954, bail in such cases began settling down
to $2500, but was still far above those set by the federal court in
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the same period. Sentences usually fluctuated between one and
three years. By the middle and late 1950s, however, more heroin
and other hard drug cases began appearing <:m the dockets. At the
same time a "possession" charge involving any type of drug
usually drew a two-to-five year sentence. 26 Finally, South Valley
tecatos began dying from overdoses of heroin. "Junk" was being
relayed to the city at an ever-increasing rate, much of it by way of
}uarez. 27
In 1956, Albuquerque observed its 250th anniversary with celebrations and publications. The arrival of the Duke and Duchess of
Alburquerque from their home in Spain stirred most of the interest. 28 Having been formally invited by the City Commission,
they were officially greeted by Maurice Sanchez, the only Spanishsurnamed member of the city government. The celebration symbolized the vast changes that had overtaken the town since its
Spanish inception in 1706. Charlotte Goodwin presided at cere~ monies as "La Reina de Albuquerque" and Maxine Hill as "La
Princesa." Indeed, by 195.7, Albuquerque had won the :'AllAmerica City" award for progress "achieved through intelligent
citizen action" in meeting the problems of a booming population.
The Citizens Committee, headed by B. C. Hernandez, received
most of the credit for making the city government more responsive
to community needs. 29
Albuquerque continued to grow at a phenomenal rate from
1951 to 1960. At the end of the decade, the city proper had
reached a population of 201,189, an increase of almost 108 percent over the 1950 census, while the SMSA attained a population
of 262,199, an increase of 80 percent. Meanwhile, Hispanics in
the city almost doubled their numbers, rising to 42,947, plus 681
born in Mexico and 162 born elsewhere. In the SMSA, they totaled
68,101, but fell to about 26 percent of the overall population.
Still, they held their own in relative terms far better than in the
preceding decade. The 'increased in-migration from rural and
other urban areas of the state accounted for the more stable
percentage. In education, however, the 1960 census showed Hispanics still trailing the general population. The median number of
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school years completed in the city generally was about 12.4; for
Hispanics 9.1.
In 1960 the top occupational categories were:
ALBUQUERQUE SMSA
General Male Occupations
1. Craftsmen and foremen
Professional, technical, and
kindred workers
3. Managers, officials, and
proprietors in retail and
wholesale trade
4. Operatives and kindred
workers (drivers, deliverymen)
5. Sales workers
2.

1.
2.

3.

General Female Occupations
Clerical and kindred workers
Professional, technical, and
kindred workers
Service workers, except private
household

1.

2.

Hispanic Occupations
Operatives and kindred
workers
Craftsmen and foremen

3.

Laborers, except farm and
mine

4.

5.

Service workers (waiters,
cooks, security people)
Clerical and kindred workers

1.
2.

Hispanic Occupations
Clerical and kindred workers
Service workers

3.

Private household workers

Hispanics tended to predominate in semiskilled positions, most
often involving manual labor. Accordingly, they held few jobs in
engineering, medicine, teaching, and other professional occupations.
Income levels in 1960 also showed less favorable circumstances
for Hispanics. A majority in the SMSA earned less than $4,000 per
year, the median being $3,532; the median income for the general
male population was $4,640. Only about 8 percent of the 25,869
men commanding incomes over $6,000 were Hispanics, and at
the top income bracket ($10,000 and over), only about 5 percent
were. Finally, population per Hispanic household in the SMSA
was 4.31 in 1960; in the general population, 3.58. In Albuquerque
proper, the median family income among Hispanics was $4,742;
among the general population, $6,621. 30
In the mid-1960s, a federal program analyst, starting with and
extrapolating from census data, estimated that about "65,000
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people, including 30,000 children, live within the 'bleak circle of
poverty' in Bernalillo County, and another 30,000 people hover
about its edge." He pointed to the areas of acute deprivation, barrios such as Martineztown, Barelas, and South Broadway. Such
communities received the least satisfactory education and showed
the highest dropout rates, high percentages of children from
broken homes, and the like. 31 Furthermore, the longer children in
such neighborhoods remained poor, the less chance they had of
doing well in "school defined" achievement tests. 32 Crowding in
the home also hampered their academic performance. 33 Albuquerque barrios in fact contained the highest percentage of substandard housing, with Martineztown at 56.6 percent, North Barelas
at 56 percent, South Barelas at 69.2 percent, and the San Jose area
of South Broadway at about 64 percent. 34 Many Valley Hispanics
could not seriously consider the idea of buying a new home in the
boom construction areas of the Heights.
In addition to the loss of more highly educated and more
income-pr<:>ducing Hispanics (many of them veterans) that contributed to the deterioration of the Valley area, can be added the
declining facilities of the Catholic Church in the middle and late
1960s. The only comprehensive Catholic secondary school in the
downtown area, St. Mary's High School, closed its doors by middecade in favor of a new facility, St. Pius High School, in the more
heavily populated Heights urban-sprawl area, where many new
public schools already flourished. Meanwhile, Sacred Heart
parish authorities eliminated the seventh and eighth grades of
their school in the late 1960s because of declining enrollment and
financial troubles and by 1970 felt compelled to shut down the
school. The decision of archdiocesan officials to demolish the
structurally weakened Sacred Heart Church, whieh to many
Barelenos symbolized a significant aspect of their culture, tended
to emphasize most visibly and painfully the disruption and dispersion of the old Barelas community.
According to a study done in 1967, 43 percent of Anglo heads of
household had resided in the Albuquerque urban area less than ten
years. A rather visible number of counter-culture "street people"
had also moved in by the 1960s. Furthermore, a majority of Hispanics living in. the city in 1970 had migrated there from rural
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New Mexico and a smaller number from outside the state. 35 Some
ended up in the South Valley. The Barelas community, for example, witnessed an increasing number of younger single people
moving in, replacing natives who had moved out earlier or who
now left because of the new arrivals. Drug problems and burglaries grew to such proportions that those Barelenos forced to
stay feared leaving their homes unguarded, especially at night.
During the 1960s, serious crime reported in Albuquerque rose
290 percent, the largest part committed by young people. 36 By
1971, the city had a crime rate of 59.2 offenses per 1,000 population, making it the leading urban area of the nation in so-called
"Part I crime." Again in 1972, the city led the country in such
crime, although the rate dropped somewhat thereafter. 37 Nevertheless, with the end of the Vietnam War and the recession
immediately following, the unemployment rate in the SMSA increased steadily.38 During a period from January to June 1973,
55.4 percent of felony arrests involved Hispanics and 37.1 percent
involved Anglos, of which about 19 percent and almost 17 percent
respectively were drug-related. More than 15 percent of the total
number of Hispanics and almost 8 percent of all Anglos arrested
were for property crimes, especially burglary (the most frequently
reported serious crime). Indeed, the combination of property and
drug-related arrests accounted for about 61 percent of all felony
cases. 39
Meanwhile across the nation, more and more middle and even
upper-income Anglos were becoming addicted to hard drugs. The
Vietnam War accelerated the trend, with veterans of virtually all
ethnic groups returning home "hooked" on heroin and other toxic
substances. The new circumstances prompted authorities to reevaluate attitudes and statutes. Thus, on 8 November 1966, President Lyndon Johnson signed Public Law 89-793 or the Narcotic
Addict Rehabilitation Act (NARA). Drug addiction now appeared
more of a socia-medical problem, rather than one of inherent
criminality. As a result, within months the lives of New Mexican
tecatos changed drastically. By June 1967, most heroin defendants
in New Mexico federal and state courts were being committed to
the U.S. Public Service Hospital in Ft. Worth, Texas. 40
What eventually became the most significant part of NARA was
Title IV, which authorized the surgeon general to assist states and
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municipalities in developing treatment programs and facilities for
addicts. With the "War on Poverty" starting in the city, professionals from the University of New Mexico, especially Dr. Stuart
Hollingsworth, a mental health speCialist, began working with Joe
Fernandez and other barrio leaders to create community action
programs. The old Armijo School was acquired for activities
funded by the Office of Economic Opportunity, and it was there
that Fernandez and Hollingsworth led regular public meetings to
bring the problem of tecatismo into the open. Hispanics responded
by developing a barrio organization called Quebrar (to break) on
12 April 1968~ The University of New Mexico-Bernalillo County
Medical Center (then the County-Indian Hospital) began providing beds for tecatos wanting to "clean up." Furthermore, the
enthusiasm generated by Quebrar began reaching barrios such as
Pajarito, Atrisco, Los Padillas, and Barelas. In August 1968, an
application for a NARA IV grant gained approval. Directed by Joe
Fernandez, Quebrar assumed control of the NARA program,
while the County Mental Health Center provided the medical staff
and methadone maintenance for clients. 41
Quebrar's influence spread far beyond the immediate area of
Albuquerque. Drug treatment personnel from cities across the
state and the West came to Albuquerque to study the program.
Professionals from New York, Chicago, and other metropolitan
areas also made contact. Anglo parents from the Heights came to
Quebrar for advice and aid, as they saw more of their offspring
caught in the addiction cycle. Never before had there been such
enthusiasm for considering drug abuse an illness.
By the summer of 1972, internal dissension and squabbling
prompted city and county officials to create a superagency known
as the General Addictions Treatment Effort (GATE) under
another Hispanic director. Quebrar became La Llave (The Key)
with an Anglo director and later transferred its operations to the
old St. Joseph's Hospital facilities, where GATE programs were
located. 42
By 1970 Albuquerque had grown to a population of 243,751,
and the SMSA to 315,774, an increase since 1960 of 20-21 percent,43 Of those totals, 67,041 in the city and 96,465 in the SMSA
were reported as people of "Spanish origin."44 Hispanics had thus
gained in relative percentage,approaching 27 percent and 30 per-
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cent of the city and SMSA populations respectively.45 In years of
schooling, they still did not equal the general population, although
gains had been made during the decade. The median number of
school years completed was 12.5 in the SMSA and 12.6 in the city;
on the other hand, the median for Hispanics was 10.5 in the SMSA
and 11.2 in the city.
In Albuquerque proper by 1970 the top occupational categories
were:

ALBUQUERQUE CITY
General Male Occupations
l. Professional-technical
personnel
2. Clerical and kindred workers
3. Service workers

2.
3.

4.

Craftsmen and foremen

4.

5.

Managers, officials,
proprietors

5.

l.
2.
3.

General Female Occupations
Clerical and kindred workers
Professional-technical personnel
Service workers, except private
household

l.

l.
2.
3.

Hispanic Occupations
Craftsmen and foremen
Service workers
Operatives and kindred
workers
Professional-technical
personnel
Laborers, except farm; clerical
and kindred workers

Hispanic Occupations
Clerical and kindred workers
Service workers
Professional-technical
personnel

Since the last census, Hispanics had gained some ground in occupations requiring more skill and training and presumably more
. pay. Such advances, however, could not hide the fact that Hispanic unemployment rates still exceeded those of the general population, and their per capita income still fell far short: $1,916 to
$3,103 overall in the city. About 24 percent of all Spanishsurnamed people in the city had incomes less than the official
poverty level.46
During the 1960s, Hispanics of course benefitted from President
Lyndon Johnson's "War on Poverty." By the late 1960s, however,
the Vietnam War with its extreme costs in blood and money had
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split the country. Congress cut funds for social programs to
finance the war in Indochina. Urban riots erupted in Newark,
Detroit, and other places, prompting congressional committees to
study the "crisis in the cities." President Johnson fought Congress
on the issue of priorities, insisting the nation could afford both
guns and butter. 47 "Hawks" and "doves" exchanged bitter recriminations. Meanwhile, the "body count" continued. By the end of
1968, more than 30,000 American soldiers had been killed and
many more wounded.
Among the victims was Danny Fernandez. Born and raised in
Barelas, he moved with his parents to Los Lunas, just south of
Albuquerque, in 1955. Like so many young Hispanics before him,
he left school in 1962 to join the army. He died on 18 February
1966 when he lunged at an enemy grenade to shield his comrades
during a fierce battle with Viet Cong forces near Saigon. Danny
Fernandez became the first native of Albuquerque to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor. 48
During the height of Vietnam War dissent and the accelerating
drive for human rights in the 1960s, Hispanics began shifting
ethnic self-referents from "Spanish-American" to "Chicano." In
1962, for example, 9 percent of Hispanics identified with the term
"Chicano"; a decade later, about 30 percent referred to themselves as Chicanos. 49 In 1968, the Cultural Awareness Center of
the University of New Mexico came into being. By 1975, Dr. John
A. Aragon, the center director, announced a federal grant to
create CACTI (Cultural Awareness Center's Trilingual Institute).50
In 1970, Hispanic priests led by men such as Ramon Aragon,
Arthur Tafoya, Patrick Lopez, and Robert Sanchez formed
PADRES (acronym for Padres Asociados para Derechos Religiosos, Educativos y Sociales). The New Mexico PADRES, the local
chapter of a national organization, dedicated itself to eradicate
the educational deficiencies and improve the socia-economic conditions of Hispanics. Tafoya and Lopez headed two of the most
problem-ridden and economically depressed parishes in the city,
San Jose on South Broadway and Sacred Heart in-Barelas. 51 Meanwhile, Pajarito Publications created one of few completely independent Chicano periodicals in the United States, a quarterly
called De Colores Journal. A weekly Albuquerque newspaper, El

Danny Fernandez, Albuquerque native and recipient of the Congressional Medal
of Honor. Courtesy of Jose I. Fernandez.
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Hispano, also appeared, providing news, notices, poetry, and even
comic strips for the Spanish-speaking. Finally, the only all-Spanish
language television station between San Antonio, Texas, and Los
Angeles, California, began operations in August 1975. KMXN-TV
of Albuquerque, an affiliate of the Spanish International Network,
began providing drama, novelas, musical variety, news, and local
specials.
Albuquerque Hispanics also made significant headway in developing their own business enterprise. In 1969, I, 108 Hispanicowned businesses operated in the SMSA with gross receipts of
$37,047,000; of that total, 375 had paid employees and grossed
about 83 percent of the total receipts. By 1972 in the SMSA, there
were 1,333 businesses with gross' receipts of $67,272,000; of that
total, 396 firms employed paid workers and grossed about 80 percent of the total receipts. Finally, the overwhelming majority
engaged in service activities and retail trade. 52
One of the most historic enterprises in the Albuquerque area,
the Town of Atrisco community land grant corporation, became
the Westland Development Company, Inc., in 1967. Composed of
descendants of the original pobladores who founded the town
about 1700, the' Westland Company established a business park
leasing land and facilities on the west mesa to various industrial
and business firms.
In about a generation, economic changes stimulated by war had
brought urbanized life to New Mexico. By 1970, the state's population exceeded one million; thirty years earlier, it contained half
that number. By 1970, more than tw~thirds of the people resided
in an urban setting; in 1940, tw~thirds had lived in a rural environment. By 1970, the urbanized area of "Greater Albuquerque"
approached 300,000; in 1940, the city's population just exceeded
35,000. 53 Albuquerque had grown more than eight times over.
Thus it was that the quiet little western town got caught in the
rush of military preparedness and war economics. The crisscrossing acequias had been replaced by crisscrossing freeways.
Meanwhile, traditional folkways grew dim but not forgotten.
Hopeful Hispanics reached for stability and achievement in facing
the new reality, which had claimed some casualties since 1940.
They prayed Janus might yet speak Spanish.
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NOTES
1. See U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census
of the United States: 1940 Population: Nativity and Parentage of the White Population. Mother Tongue, By Nativity, Country of Origin, and Age, for States and
Large Cities (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1943), p. 21.
"Mother tongue" was defined in the report "as the principal language spoken in
the home of the person in his earliest childhood." The report provided the only
approximation of Hispanic numbers, which totaled 222,000 based on mother
tongue. English, however, had already become the principal language for many
people. Many Hispanics with Anglo surnames also had deep historical roots in
the area. Among these were some Albuquerque families with surnames such as
Milligan, Beach, Hubbell, Koslowski, Kellovich, McBride, Metzgar, Gibbs,
Price, Skinner, Zimmerly, Stevens, Seligman, and others.
2. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of
the United States: 1940 Population, vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population,
part 4, Minnesota-New Mexico (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1943), pp. 955, 999, and 1017.
3. Gerald D. Nash, The American West in the Twentieth Century: A Short
History of an Urban Oasis (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1973),
p.272.
4. In 1890 Albuquerque had a population of 3,785. It grew at a rate of about
65-75 percent in the early twentieth century, except for the decades of World
War I and the Depression. See U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, U.S. Census of Population: 1950, vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, part 31, New Mexico (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1952), p. 6.
5. From his childhood, the author remembers such arrangements, including
the experience of his family in the 1930s.
6. The author remembers how in the 1940s, the long low moan of the shops'
whistle dominated time perception in the Barelas area. Its lonely sound, an
octave above a foghorn, called forth a parade of blackened workers peddling
their bicycles at an even pace. Within minutes the streets were deserted.
7. See Sixteenth Census, vol. 2, part 4, p. 1019.
8. For an explanation of voluntary associations, see Nancie L. Gonzales, The
Spanish-Americans of New Mexico: A Heritage of Pride (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press [UNM Press), 1969), pp. 86-115.
9. Despite specific provisions in the state constitution, bilingualism in education had not taken hold. The pioneer in studying ethnic and educational problems of Hispanics was George I. Sanchez, who died in 1972. See his seminal
work, Forgotten People: A Study of New Mexicans (Albuquerque: UNM Press,
1940).
10. A curious and singular feature of clerical training in New Mexico began in
1937, when the National Pontifical Seminary of Our Lady of Guadalupe of
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Montezuma was established at a former resort east of Santa Fe. Its purpose was
to train native Mexicans for the priesthood, since the Mexican constitution prohibited the Church from operating any domestic educational institutions. By
1972, when the institution closed, one out of every five priests in Mexico had
been trained there, and seven had become bishops. While in the state, the
Montezuma Seminary choir became famous for its superb Gregorian chants. For
a historical summary, see Eileen Stanton, "Montezuma Seminary Moves Hallowed Hall to Mexico," Boston Pilot, 22 July 1972.
II. The Barelas Community Center began operations in 1942, mostly through
the efforts of the League of United Latin-American Citizens (LULAC), the National Youth Administration directed by Tom L. Popejoy (later president of the
University of New Mexico), and the City Commission headed by Clyde Tingley.
See "Approaching Events Recall 13-Year History of Barelas Community
Center," Albuquerque Journal, 3 October 1955.
12. Nash, The American West in the Twentieth Century, p. 214.
13. Alan J. Oppenheimer, The Historical Background of Albuquerque, New
Mexico (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Planning Department, 1962), pp. 48-52.
14. Matt S. Meier and Feliciano Rivera, The Chicanos: A History of Mexican
Americans (New York: Hill and Wang, 1972), p. 186.
IS. Stephen M. Mellnik, "The Life and Death of the 200th Coast Artillery
(AA)," Coast Artillery Journal 90 (March-April 1947): 2-7. Also see John Pershing Jolly, "History: National Guard of New Mexico," 1606-1963" (Manuscript, U.S. Army Military History Research Collection, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.,
1964), pp. 65-78.
16. In an Albuquerque survey conducted in 1972, the author learned that a
preponderant majority (about 67 percent) of Hispanics approved of intermarriage with Anglos.
17. An analysis of thirty-five central cities in the Southwest in 1960 showed
that about 53 percent of either Anglos or Hispanics in Albuquerque would have
to move in order to equalize distribution of ethnic groups throughout the city.
See Joan W. Moore and Frank G. Mittelbach, "Residential Segregation in the
Urban Southwest: A Comparative Study," Graduate School of Business Administration, Mexican-American Study Project, Advance Report 4 (Los Angeles: University of California, 1966), p. 16.
18. See Census of Population: 1950, vol. 2, part 31, p. IS; and Census of Population: 1950, vol. 4, Special Reports, part 3, chapter C, Persons of Spanish Surname (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1953), pp. 44, 53. In
1950 for the first time, the Census Bureau attempted to determine with greater
accuracy than before the actual numbers of Hispanics. It thus used "Spanish surname" as the crucial identifier. Because of intermarriage, however, there still remained some numerical distortion.
19. Census ofPopulation: 1950, vol. 4, part 3-C, p. 53; vol. 2, part 31, p. 34.
20. A city ordinance prohibiting housing discrimination took effect in 1952.
21. Dudley E. De Groot, "An Investigation of Race or Ethnic Prejudice as a
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Factor Affecting the Administration of Justice on the Police Court Level"
(Master's thesis, UNM, 1953), pp. 28-75, passim.
22. De Groot, "An Investigation of Prejudice," pp. 53-60. In interpreting the
city's criminal justice system of 1950, De Groot struck a positive note. He concluded that in only two cases of those he studied did ethnic and racial prejudice
play a role. And even there, certain mitigating circumstances, including
recidivism, could explain away charges of discrimination. He concluded that
ethnicity and race as factors in the courts had been overemphasized. See pp. 8993. Nevertheless, his interviews and statistics pointed to a more negative interpretation. For a related study, covering felony arrests and their disposition in
1973, see Antonio E. Chavez, After Arrest: A Report on the Processing of Felony
Cases in Albuquerque (Albuquerque: UNM, Criminal Justice Program, Institute
for Social Research and Development, 1975).
23. Interview with Joe Fernandez, 14 August 1975. Also see John B. Williams,
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, California State Peace Officers' Training Series
no. 33, Bureau of Vocational-Technical Education (n.p.: The California Community Colleges, 1969), pp. 9-10.
24. Disregarding the "Red Scare" aspects of congressional investigations during the early 1950s, serious drug abuse soon after World War II did cause great
concern. Incidentally, morphine abuse had been called the "Soldiers' Disease"
since the Civil War. See Arnold H. Taylor, American Diplomacy and the Narcotics Traffic, 1900-1939: A Study in International Humanitarian Reform
(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1969), pp. 336-37; David F. Musto, The
American Disease: Origins of Narcotic Control (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 1973), pp. 230-31; Patrick H. Hughes, Behind the Wall ofRespect:
Community Experiments in Heroin Addiction Control (Chicago & London:
University of Chicago Press, 1977), pp. 57 -72.
25. For newspaper accounts of drug cases involving Salter, see the October
1955 issues of the Albuquerque Journal. Joe Fernandez was also on trial for
marijuana possession. The jury, all Anglo according to surnames in the dockets,
became "hopelessly deadlocked," and the case was dismissed. See "Mistrial
Declared in Narcotics Case," Albuquerque Journal, 7 October 1955. Fernandez
believes a lie detector test was the crucial factor in his effective exoneration. Interview with Fernandez 14 August 1975.
26. The author studied the criminal dockets of the U.S. and New Mexico
District Courts covering the 1950s and 1960s. One problem in reviewing such
records is they provide very little data on mitigating or aggravating circumstances, which may explain the variety of bail bonds and sentences. An interesting fact that came to light in studying the federal dockets was the large
number of cases of illegal immigration from Mexico.
27. Gauging the rich American market for desired items, otherwise illegal,
became big business for certain elements in Turkey, the Far East, and Mexico by
the 1950s.
28. The town was named for the Duke of Alburquerque, who in 1706 was
Viceroy of New Spain. The original spelling was Alburquerque.
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journal, 9 January 1958.
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New Mexico (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1963),
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32. David L. Bachelor, et aI., Nifios del centro de Albuquerque, Nuevo Mexico: resultados de las pruebas y habilidad para sobrevivir, Investigaci6n no. I,
Albuquerque Comprehensive Childcare and Development Project (Albuquerque:
UNM, Institute for Social Research and Development, 1971), pp. 1-6, 11-14,
18-20,46-52.
33. J. McVicker Hunt, "The Psychological Basis for Using Pre-School Enrichment as an Antidote for Cultural Deprivation," Merrill-Palmer Quarterly of
Behavior and Development 10 (July 1964): 237-39.
34. Reno, Poverty in Bernalillo County, pp. 20-22.
35. Crime and justice in Metropolitan Albuquerque, 1971, A Report of the
Pilot Cities Program (Albuquerque: UNM, Criminal Justice Program, Institute
for Social Research and Development, 1971), pp. 3-4.
36. Crime and justice in Metropolitan Albuquerque, 1971, pp. vi-vii.
37. Ted Bartell and Judith Peloquin, A Trend Analysis of Local System
Changes Since 1970, Final Report of the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Pilot
Cities Program (Albuquerque: UNM, Criminal Justice Program, Institute for
Social Research and Development, 1975), p. 4.
38. Thirteenth Annual Summary Study: The Economy of the State of New
Mexico and the Albuquerque Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (Albuquerque: UNM, Bureau of Business and Economic Research for the Bank of New Mexico, 1975), p. 34.
39. See Chavez, After Arrest, pp. 7-10.
40. New Mexico made possession of certain amounts of marijuana a misdemeanor in 1972. The average prison sentence in U.S. District Courts has declined
almost every year since 1962. See Federal Offenders in United States District
Courts, 1972 (Washington, D.C.: Administrative Office of the United States
Courts, 1975), Table H9.
41. For some relevant material on the original clients and the pathogenesis of
tecatismo, see Neil R. Scott, et aI., "Methadone in the Southwest: A Three-Year
Follow-up of Chicano Heroin Addicts," American journal of Orthopsychiatry
43 (April 1973): 355-61; and Leonardo Garcia-Bunuel, et aI., "The 'Why' of
Narcotic Addiction Among Mexican-Americans" (unpublished report of
Quebrar, Inc., made available through La Llave).
42. The Alcoholism Treatment Program, initiated in 1970, also came under
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GATE. By 1972, just above 50 percent of ATP clients were Hispanic and almost
40 percent were Anglo. At first, Anglos joined rather slowly perhaps because of
factors such as family "protection" and social stigma. ATP also helped form
Alcoholics Anonymous chapters outside its treatment facilities, one being "La
Nueva Vida" created in 1971 in the Barelas area. Information on the ATP comes
from reports provided by treatment center officials.
Most of the information on Quebrar, La Llave, and GATE came from Mary
Edith Baca, nee Metzgar, and from Paul Danaceau, Methadone Maintenance:
The Experience of Four Programs (Washington, D.C.: The Drug Abuse Council,
1973), pp. 73-100. Joe Fernandez, of course, provided valuable information. He
resigned from the drug abuse program when GATE was created.
43. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population: 1970, vol. I, Characteristics of the Population, part 33, New Mexico
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973), p. 17.
44. Census of Population: 1970, Subject Reports, Persons of Spanish Origin
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973), pp. ISO, 155. Selfidentification by respondents made this report valuable.
45. If figured strictly on the basis of Spanish surname, the percentages come
out approximately the same as those based on Spanish origin. There were about
94,000 Spanish-surnamed people in the SMSA and about 64,000 in the city
proper. See Census of Population: 1970, Subject Reports, Persons of Spanish Surname, p. I.
46. See Census of Population: 1970, vol. I, part 33, pp. 97, 149, lSI-52,
155-56; also Census of Population: 1970, Persons of Spanish Surname, pp. 87,
89,101,107.
47. In 1966 and 1967, President Johnson made a number of speeches and
statements concerning the ability of the country to support simultaneously the
war abroad and War on Poverty at home. Those statements came to be known as
Johnson's "guns and butter" preachments. See, for example, "The Union and the
War," Time, 21 January 1966, pp. 18-19; and "Lying Low," Time, 13 January
1967, p. 12. The phrase "guns and butter" comes from a speech Joseph Goebbels
gave in Berlin on 17 January 1936. See Bartlett's Familiar Quotations, 14th ed.,
S.V. "Paul Joseph Goebbels."
48. See "Los Lunas GI Dies Saving Pals," and "Los Lunas GI Nominated to
Get Medal of Honor," Albuquerque Journal, 19 and 21 February 1966. President Johnson presented the Medal of Honor to the parents of Danny Fernandez
in the Rose Garden of the White House, 6 April 1967.
49. See Joseph V. Metzgar, "The Ethnic Sensitivity of Spanish New Mexicans:
A Survey and Analysis," New Mexico Historical Review 49 (January 1974):
61-66. In the same survey used for the article, the Brown Berets and Reyes Tijerina's Alianza proved to be the most disliked people among Albuquerque
Hispanics, who simply considered such people too radical. On the other hand,
Cesar Chavez proved the most popular leader, outdistancing then Senator Joseph
Montoya of New Mexico by 30 percent to 22 percent.
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50. See "Cultural Awareness Center Receives $390,000 Grant," Albuquerque
Journal, 16 August 1975.
51. Urban Renewal had finally come to Barelas by the early 1970s.
52. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Special Report,
1972 Survey of Minority-Owned Business Enterprises, vol. MB 72-2, MinorityOwned Businesses: Spanish Origin (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1975), pp. 98-99.
53. See Census of Population: 1970, vol. 1, part 33, pp. 7,17.

MAX L. MOORHEAD, 1913-1981.
Max L. Moorhead, David Ross Boyd Professor of History and Professor
Emeritus at the University of Oklahoma died peacefully at Norman,
Oklahoma, on 25 January 1981. Max was a specialist in Latin American, Mexican, and Spanish Borderlands history, with particular emphasis upon the southwestern United States and northern Mexico,
especially New Mexico. His four major books-New Mexico's Royal
Road, Gregg's Commerce of the Prairies, The Apache Frontier, and The
Presidio-focused upon New Mexico in the Spanish and Mexican
periods. Between 1951 and 1974 he contributed five articles to the New
Mexico Historical Review, mostly on the subjects of Spanish trade, transportation, presidial supply, and the presidio of Santa Fe. Widely known
and respected for his thoroughness and meticulous research in original
documents, Max was a long-time respected colleague of historians from
the Rio Arriba to El Paso and Chihuahua. Our deepest condolences to his
lifelong partner, Amy. Max was a nuevomexicano whose sincere devotion and scholarship will live among us to reinforce the memories we
have of him.
Oakah L. Jones, Purdue University

